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Flowers in the Material and Spirit Worlds. 


BY SPIRIT ‘‘ ROSEBUD.” 


Dear friends, vines and flowers to you we bring. 
In each and every little flower that is scattered in 
your path, there is a sermon of good, preached by 
these gentle little blossoms. None realize this as 
much as the spirit world; for the odor that is 
wafted up from the blossoms is an inspiration by 
which the spirit travels back to the earth again— 
and beloved friends, we ask you to cherish some 
little blossom, be it ever so lowly; labor for some 
good, be it ever so trifling. 

I have promised to tell you what good the 
flowers do in the spirit world, and also what good 
in the material word. 


We will go into a sick room. There, lying on 


the couch is a poor little child with flushed cheeks. 


and dry eyes, tossing in a fever, its parched lips 
erying—"'Can you not relieve me —but here 
comes a ministering angel bringing a little blos- 
som, and no matter how weak and wan the little 
sufferer is, he says;—‘: How beautiful. Let me 
hold the blossom.” 

Again we go into the hovel ; we go into the poor 
laboring man’s home. We find, if he has a wife, 
they cherish some flower or some little sprig of 
gre . And we go into the home of the rich; 

ere we find exotic flowers growing in their lux- 
uriance. But the rich do not cherish their choice 
flowers as much as the poor cottager does his one 
little blossom, for the rich have many blessings of 
the material life. The poor cottager has only the 


one poor flower that points out to him his spiritual 
side ‘life. 


dear friends, in visiting the sick, do not 
to carry some little blossom, for it is cher- 
, dear friends, each blossom 


a } 
’ j 


you will open 


are here to-night, will tell you that many spirit 
friends are hovering around these flowers here, 
drawing inspiration and strength from them, to 
enable them to manifest to their friends. 

It is well, when laying away friends in the tomb, 
you place with them flowers, for they never fade 
in heaven. Forever there they bloom. Many are 
the bright blossoms we have in the spirit world. 
Each sweet little pansy, or lowly litttle daisy finds 
a home in the spirit. Gather these little blossoms 
and strew them in your pathway; and in giving 
these blossoms, always give a kindly word. There 
is health and inspiration with them. 


We walk out into the forest seeing the mighty 
trees there, and in the paths of earth we find a 
statesman that is a counterpart of the great and 
sturdy forest tree. Again, looking, we see the 
lowly daisy; and we see the little schoolgirl start- 
ing out into the world wondering what will become 
of her, but the allseeing eye of the Omnipotent 
Father follows her footsteps and will guard her 
feet, as the little flower is guarded in the forest. 

Bring flowers to us, dear friends, 
Bright, beautiful flowers; 
We can come closer to you, 
We can come closer, 
In the home circle, 
We can come closer. 
To-night, many beautiful spirits are with you 
Wearing garlands in the air, 
Scattering flowers in your path 
To lead you to your home o'er there, 

Dear friends, each flower is symbolical of some 
good, and each brings a message of love. In 
traveling in the highways and byways of life, do 
not step on the lowly flower, for the spirit is 
injured ; we in the spirit world subsist on them, 

Roses and lilies fair we gather to scatter in your 
walls, and in the dark and silent night we whis- 
per words of love to you. Dear friends, do not 
cast aside the flowers, but gather them up as you 


journey on, and as we said to you before, always 


pence word to those to whom you give 


here to-night, that Iam glad 
| watch over the one in the 
his path of suffering many 
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bright and beautiful blossoms.* Also, there is 
one coming from the spirit world [his mother] who 
in life lived her allotted time, and before she left, 
the rose leaves began to drop, one by one, and she 
wishes me to say, her life was well spent and now 
she is gathering each leaf that was scattered along 
the path. 

So it is when a bright little bud passes away ; it 

‘oes to the spirit world, there to assist and guard 
those coming to them, that they may take up with 
their labor in the spirit world, and those that have 
lived long in the earth life pass to their spirit 
homes gathering up the flowers they have scat- 
tered along. 

I find it hard to hold the medium, but I will not 
leave you yet, as I wish to say a word more. 

Gather round you flowers fair, 

Twine them deftly in your bair; 
Gather flowers for the world so bright, 
For they illume your world to-night. 
Every flower from your home 

Means one of us now gone— 

But we ore with you all to-night 
Spirits from our home so bright. 

Dear friends, crush not the flower that in your 
path may hide, but gather it up for one who has 
crossed to the other side. We bring you peace 
and love—peace and love from the souls hovering 
around you in your earthly home. Dear friends, 
in saying good night, we will weave around you 
the roses, so fair— 

Weaving, weaving for you to-night, 
Roses in garlands and so bright. 


Good night. 


SPHERES, 


PREPARATORY 


It isa mistake for even good people to allow 
their minds to become too material in bias. Spirit- 
uality can readily be incorporated in the most 
practical details, rendering them even more com- 
mon-sense. When we go beyond, we do not wish 
to be detained in a comparatively lonely sphere 
while learning what true, strong mentality is, as 
many who are far from bad are. This mentality 
may or may not be what is called learned. Thus, 
for instance, one who knows all the statistics and 
awful details of Vivisection, has a mentality or 
individuality far inferior to one most ignorant of 
books, whose mind is able to observe and appreci- 
ate nature and its grand development; the distinct 

ority of mind in conquering matter; the 
beauty and true thoughtfulness of that considera- 
tion for others which is never suspicious, always 
‘sees the best and is eager to help in discovering 
‘and disposing of inferiority. This latter must not 
be governed by whatever recognition it receives. 

As the world is Wiis there is little chance of an 

real understanding of true unselfishness. Whic 

fact, however, takes not one iota from our duty to 
cultivate and practice that virtue, if we wish to 
become in any sense superior. 
Sincere and earnest Spiritualists and reformers, 
rdless of self or hobby the general 


desiring rega. 

good, although they may be material and common- 
, who 

octane es ab eae keto Sod 


weeks. 


sense, also fond of thought, study and book-learn. 
ing, are growing mentally in the right direction, 
It is easy to so live as to leave all material desires 
and pleasures (innocent) with the body, Thus, 
when the change called death comes to us, will 
our personalities join our friends almost if not 
quite immediately. 

There are many preparatory spheres, differing 
more or less from each other, besides what I call 
the wicked spheres. The latter, or wicked spheres, 
are, so far as I have been able to observe them, 
extremely saddening, all progress through and 
from them slow and agonizing in various ways. A 
desire to enlighten those who are living blindly 
and wickedly selfish lives here, should be strong 
with us, and render us quite patient with the inev- 
itable misunderstandings of our efforts, through 
which we must force our way. 

The strictly preparatory spheres are much bet- 
ter, even to some extent beautiful. To my mind, 
as I have been allowed to approach them for in- i 
spection, they much resemble a preparatory school, 
with the exception of one, which I call the Sani- 
tarium, where all those who by insanity, or in any 
other manner, have had wickedness forced upon 
them when they would of themselves have lived 
good and useful lives, are cared for in the tender- 
est manner until able to enter one of those I calla , 
preparatory school. Often they can pass immedi- 
ately from the Sanitarium to their friends. 

In these preparatory spheres they are too busily 
engaged to be at all miserable, if without anything 
exactly pleasurable. And they are steadily urged 
on by the desire for the blessed companionship of 
their risen friends, who are more than ready to 
give them glad welcome to their right sphere, — 
where is transcendent beauty and life most inter- 
esting and progressive—where true fun and laugh- 
ter are not wanting—where happiness most per- 
fect and grandly soul-satisfying awaits all who 


are capable of understanding it. 
M. FOLGER COLEMAN. 


IMPRINTS ON HER SPECS. 

Mrs. Thomas of Fishkill Village, N. Y., left a 
legacy of wonder, in photographs of her eyes, 
which were found on her reading glasses four days 
after she was buried. One question is, Was it done 
by her dying eyes? ay of always been pak 


iar organs, and on the of her transition bad 
wonderful power. The San Francisco Calle 
tains these particulars of the case = 

lt is through no fault of the Thomas fa 
that the story of the Wonderful Specs has co 
to light. For pe! a month they 
the secret well, for they are not see 
riety. But they showed the 
family doctor, then to the Presid 
of The 
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that it ought to be made known to the scientific 
world. 

And that is how it happens that the specs are in 

ssession of one of the Professors of Columbia 
niversity, who will investigate the wonder and 
in due time report his scientific conclusicns, 

Tt was on March 22, in the evening, that Mrs. 
Thomas died, in the 69th year of her age. She 
was the wife of Edward V. B. Thomas, a carriage- 
maker and wheelwright in the pretty little village 
of Fishkill, six miles back from the Hudson River 
and four miles east of Matteawan. 

On the morning of the day she died the old lady 
lay on a sofa in the parlor, propped up with pil- 
lows. The room has windows facing the south 
and east, and through the latter a beam of sunlight 
came into the room and stole gently, almost lov- 
ingly, up the form of the dying woman, until it 
reached her face. 

Mrs. Thomas loved the sunlight, and would not 
allow it to be shut out. The curtain on the south 
window—which is the front one—was raised by 
her request, and from her place she saw all that 
went past in the street. 

She had always had curious eyes, her neighbors 
say, but this day they seemed to possess almost 
second sight. They were large and lustrous— 
doubly so at the present time, when her face was 
thin and wasted. The irises were gray, yet on 
each, peculiar brown spots had always existed. 

This morning she seemed to see everything. 
Once she burst out laughing. ‘What is it, 
mother ?” asked her daughter. Mrs. Elsie Cadmus, 
of Washington, D. C., who had come home to 
help nurse her. 

_ ‘Oh, those hats!” said the invalid, stilll chuck- 


Her daughter ran to the window and saw a 
couple of colored women who had passed on the 
opposite side of the street, wearing wonderful 
compositions of the flower garden order. A little 
later she remarked on a man passing on the next 
street. She mentioned him by name, though how 
she discerned him through the shubbery and other 
intervening things is a wonder hard to explain. ` 
_ At10a, m. she asked to see a photograph of 

Supt mae Mrs. S. J. Raby, which had just 
m 

laughter got her glasses—a pair of old- 
uppers *_and adjusted them on her 

‘s. Thomas did not touch them with her 
She studied the photograph for a 
tly, pian gave it up with a sigh. She 

see it, she said. She was growing 
vision was getting dim. 
however, the little pencil of light 
and travelled to her eye. 
iken off, folded together and 


= 


with a diamond, were the counterfeit presentments 
of the irises and pupils of Mrs. Thomas’ eyes. It 
seemed as if they had been photographed there by 
some new process which the scientists have not 
yet discovered. 

On closer inspection it was discovered that one 
of the imprints was on the outside of the lense, 
while the other was on the inside. This led to the 
belief that they were the positive and negative of 
a single eye. Not only were the outlines of the 
eyes shown, but there were faint indications of the 
brown spots also. 

This is the wonder that is amazing the good 
people of Fishkill village, and none more so than 
the immediate family. They are anxious to have 
science investigate it, feeling that perhaps some 
new principle of light may be discovered as inter- 
esting, if not as valuable as the so-called X-ray, 

Mrs. Thomas died of heart failure. She had 
been long a sufferer from heart disease. There 
was nothing outlandish about her life or nature. 
She was a simple countrywoman with no leanings 
toward the occult or anything of that nature. 


THE HUMAN FORM, 


About noon of Thursday, Feb. 18, I arrived 
home from one of my tripsin the country, this 
time having been out nearly three days. Being 
very busy writing that evening, I passed by the 
hour of 7, working just one hour longer. At 8 
o'clock I turned out the light, adjusted the table, 
not neglecting the little box containing the plaited 
hair; my fingers of one hand touching the hair, 
and with the other holding the pencil, I looked at 
the portrait. The light, namely, the diamond clus- 
ter, came promptly, and lingered at the portrait 
much longer than usual, perhaps 45 seconds. 
Then proceeding slowly toward the center of the 
room, which brought it directly over the centre of 
the bed. It increased in size as it moved, till it 
was of the full size of a human being, and for the 
first time in all my sittings, it was also the same 
shape. There was the head, the arms—partly 
outstretched—the flowing robe, so often seen in 
the pictures of angels! The nucleus of light 
seemed at first in the region of the heart, instead 
of the head; afterwards merging into the general 
mass of glory-lustre. 

Another feature that was extraordinary in this 
case, was the length of time. Without counting 
the minutes precisely, I estimated the time as 
nearly as might be, and made it some seven min- 
utes or more, at least three times as long as the 
time usually occupied. . 

Another circumstance of profound wonder to me, 
was the fact that ce fiet, a aa 

color; from the usual light golde: 
purple, at the same time 
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color incessantly, an inky purple, white and red, 
being the principal colors that succeeded each 
other momentarily. I mention this circumstance 
because I have nothing else with which to compare 
the effect of gazing at (or into) this spirit light 
above described. The changes were equally clear 
and distinct, but each different phase lingered a 
much longer time than in the sun, being also but 
little less dazzling in its very brightness. 

I seemed to sense the struggle it was making to 
assume more definite shape and feature. I gazed 
intently with the fond hope of possibly discovering 
the face and countenance of a human being, but as 
yet this wish remained ungratified. 

Altogether it was, in certain respects, the most 
remarkable of all the experiences I have yet had 
in these solitary sittings. 

Ventura, Cal. THOMAS H. B. COTTON. 


SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY. 


The following is a report of a lecture by Prof. 
J. J. Morse, at Presdon, England, on Feb. 26, as 
given in the Daily Herald: 

He said that spiritual philosophy was a compre- 
hensive term including within itself what might 
be practically denominated the teachings of mod- 
ern Spiritualism in regard to the great questions 
affecting the progress of human life and the wel- 
fare of humanity. Some people had a vague idea 
of Spiritualism. He denied that Spiritualists were 
ignorant people. They claimed for themselves 
that they were level-headed, clear in judgment, 
and anxious to acquire truth, and sought in the 
knowledge they possessed as Spiritualists the out- 
lines of anything else of a sound philosophy that 
should apply to all questions that affected human 
welfare. Spiritualism was not a matter of dogma; 
it was a matter of increasing and growing knowl- 
edge which they were to shape to a substantial 
form. Spiritualism was a spiritually created, con- 
structed and guided movement. They were co- 
workers in a spiritual world, distributing to needy 
humanity the crumbs of comfort, and working for 
the regeneration of human society. 

It was said that Spiritualists did not believe in 
God. That was another of the absurdities of the 
opponents of Spiritualism, Their opponents said 
they did not believe in their God. That was 
another question altogether. It was one of the 
worst offenses that they did not believe in Jesus 
Christ as God. Well, who did, to bring it down 
to the solid square issue. Nobody, because if 
Jesus Christ were God, he could not be the incar- 
nated Son of God. Therefore these people were 
on the horns of a logical dilemma. So long as 
Spiritualism did not adopt the Jewish God their 

ponents had the be ag fa turn round and tell 

em that they did not believe in God. Let their 
opponents fight out their beliefs themselves and 
decide what they were biog. nst. 
He said emphatically that Spiritualists did be- 
lieve in God, the all-powerful, and all-wise; they 
believed in a God that was greater than the Uni- 
verse and greater than humanity, in a God who 
was absolute and omnipotent in every sense in 
which those terms could be used— (applause). 


Ká 
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Spiritualists did not believe in certain people's 
God, but they did believe in the existence of the 
Supreme Being, the Great Unknown, if they chose, 
Theirs was a philosophy that strictly accorded 
with the questions that affected the welfare of 
human life. When properly understood it would 
help them to solve the problems that now trouble 
the Universe. They must be prepared to defend 
their cause against the attacks of the short-sighted, 
the ignorant and the bigoted. 

Religion had changed wonderfully during the 
past 25 years. The devil was no longer outside 
the church door waiting to catch the guilty sinner 
as he came out; angels and harps of gold and all 
the old familiar things were hardly heard of now. 
The anger of God was scarcely ever spoken of, 
The better sort of preacher spoke of the goodness 
of God ; some even went so far as to say that they 
would pursue those occupations which were dear- 
est and best liked, and they would find opportu. 
nity for the development of their latent qualities, 
Some complained of this teaching, and roundly 
hinted that these liberal-minded divines were trait- 
ors, trying to stir up the smouldering embers. 

What was the application of the philosophy of 
Spiritualism to the religion of to-day ? Spiritual: 
ism was benefitting religion by purifying and 
humanizing it, and it would bring back that light 
of spiritual truth, that affirmation and demonstra- 
tion of the immortality of the soul which was alone 
required to make the higher culture of the day 
responsive to the spiritual necessities of the age 

Proceeding, Mr. Morse dealt with Spiritualism 
in relation to skepticism, and contended that the 
philosophy of Spiritualism held out the hand to 
the skeptic. In conclusion, he observed that mod- 
ern Spiritualists were not ignorant and supersti- 
tious, but on the other hand were reasonable, 
intelligent, progressive minds, who looked at the 
common problems of life in a true light, and they 
had a right to claim that freedom of thought and 
expression that every honest man cherished as an 
imperishable right. 


UNSELFISHNESS. 


Religion is not mere obedience to the written 
laws of morality, nor does it consist only in wor- 
shipping a Supreme Being; but in an utter for- 

etfulness of self; in our love for others; in the 
ing of such acts of kindness as are dictated by 
the purest motives of our nature, and which can 
spring only from a pure mind—actions which are 
as much above those done from a knowledge of 
our duty as Heaven is from the Earth. Fe 
Henry SMITH. 
eS = i 
i To be good is not sim 
but to be whatever an occas 
has a day of calm and peace, he — 
because there has 
that 
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San Francisco, May 13, 1897, 


Effective Organization. 


‘On May 4th the prominent Spirit- 
ualists of Ohio assembled in the audi- 
torium of the Board of Trade at 
Columbus, O., to organize a State 
Association. Although Ohio has been 
for years one of the strong-holds of 
Spiritualism, it has not been properly 
‘organized. Theofficers of the National 
Association have been busy for months 
trying to get an efficient. organization 
as well as in Tennessee, Texas 
r States. They are now being 
| in seeing these organiza- 


inauguratec 


orning session 


devo 


of the other sessions, but learn that 
among those from abroad upon the 
platform were Rev. Moses Hull, of 
Massachusetts, Maggie Waite of Cali- 
fornia, Hon. L. V. Moulton of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., J. Fank Baxter of 
Boston, and Mrs, Cora L. V. Rich- 
mond of Chicago. 

Organization, is our only hope. if 
the Spiritualists will combine and 
work together for the Cause, there 
are great possibilities for its success, 
and the propagation of the truths we 
hold dear. If nothing but disjointed 
action and strifeare to prevail, then 
the result will be a disastrous failure. 

We hope, however, that there is a 
sufficient appreciation of the work 
before us, and love for the truths 
committed to our care, to impel us to 
forget “ the things which are behind,” 
and reach out for those before us, and 
with a hearty determination to work 
vigorously for organized labors and 
a systematic, energetic and decisive 
battle for our generous philosophy 
and its underlying phenomena. 


How the Spirit Quits the Body. 


Prof. J. J. Morse, in the course of a 
lecture, recently given in London, 
entitled: * Death, as Seen by the 
Living and the Dead,” gave the fol- 
lowing description of it, from the 
point of view of those who have passed 
to the other shore, and see these 
things from their side : 


The entire surface of the body (of 
the person dying) is numbed and loses 
its customary sensations, and Imme- 
diately there commences an upward 
motion of an interior luminous sub- 
stance that is apparently filling the 
body. This interior luminous some- 
thing, that fills the entire physical 
organism, withdraws itself from the 
extremities, the feet and hands, and 
gradually concentrates itself around 
the main pore of the body, ulti- 
mately rolling upwards until it gath- 
ers about the head, and begins to 
exude...%.. 

Ati last the interior of the body 
appears to be becoming empty, and 
the luminous glory gatbers around it 
like a brilliant pulsating ball, in the 
centre of which there is detectable a 
glowing nucleus. Presently the law 
of organization asserts itself, in ac- 
cordance with the principles of elee- 
tive afinity, and the new organin is 
y evolved from tbe luminous 

little the form 


evo 


“The Gates Ajar.” 


Some of our readers, says Light, may 
remember the interest created several 
years ago by the appearance of a little 
book, entitled “The Gates Ajar,” 
written by Mrs. Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps. Of how that book “came to 
be" Mrs. Phelps gives the following 

brief account in her autoblography, 
“Chapters from a Life,” published 
by James Clark & C0.:— 


I have been asked, perhaps a thous- 
and times, whether I ake upon that 
little book a8 in any sense the result 
of inspiration, whether what is called 
Spiritualisti¢, or of any other sort. I 
have always promptly said “no” to 
this question, Yet sometimes I won- 
der if that convenient monosyllable 
in deed and truth covers the whole 
case, 

When I remember just how the 
book came to be, perceive the conge- 
quences of its being, and recall the 
complete unconsciousness of the young 
author as to their probable nature, 
there are moments when I fain would 
answer the question by asking an- 
other: ‘What do we mean by inspi- 
ration?” 

That book grew so naturally, it was 
s0 inevitable, it was so unpremeditat- 
ed, it came so plainly from that some- 
thing not one’s self, which makes for 
usesin which one’sself is extinguished, 
that there are times when it seems to 
me as if I had no more to do with the 
writing of it than the bow through 
which the wind cries, or the wave by 
means of which the tide rises, The 
angels said to me, “ Write!” and I 
wrote. 


Tennessee State Convention, 


Mrs. Loe F. Prior, 409 W. Summer 
street, Nashville, Tenn., missionary 
for the National Spiritualists’ Asso- 
ciation is working to get a State Con- 
vention organized, and writes thus 
concerning It: 


I have lots todo here, as I am ex- 
pected to make all arrangements for 
a four days’ session of mass meetings 
which will take place in September. 

Excursions will be run into Nash- 
ville from different parts of the coun- 
try. We have the large. Auditorium 
of the Centennial grounds; this on 
course will be a great advertisement 
for Spiritualists. Iam to raise 3600 
in subseriptions and I hope to have 

success. 


F The next Universal Congress of 
Religions will be held in Delhi, India, 
in 1898. For particulars address, 8. 


M. Nusrat Ali, Secretary, Delhi, India. 


cca ae 
a nk nt ny soled and we 


The Philosophical Journal. 


294 


Not Mind Reading. 


Rey. M. J. Savage states that a lady 
medium, an automatic writer, was 
made to write a two-page letter to 
him purporting tocome from a lady 
who had been dead three or four 

. months, of whom the medium was 
ignorant. Mr. Savage was not think- 
ing of ber at the time. Yet he says: 
“I read the message and said to my- 
self, ‘if it were possible I would be 
willing to take my oath that this 
friend of mine had written it.'"’ He 
asked that the name might be given: 
immediately both her maiden and 
married names were written by the 
medium. “How many children did 
you have?’ “Five.” A conversation 
was thus carried on for an hour. He 
asked if she remembered a book they 

- used to read together many years 
before; she did and gave the name of 
the author, also a peculiar poem of 
which they were both fond. A week 
later he asked that something might 
be given of which neither he nor the 
medium knew, and received informa- 

tion of a private nature regarding a 

mutual friend of his own and the 
spirit who was writing, which upon 
inquiry be found was absolutely cor- 


rect. He says: 
1 don't see how clairvoyance, or tel- 
epathy, or mind reading, or any of the 
ordinary explanations can even touch 
it. When two people are alone in a 
room, and communications are made 
to them of something occurring in 
another city, then it seems to me that 
we must suppose a third intelligence 
as active to account for it. 

He has also stated : 

I am in ion of a respectable 
body of facts that I do not know how 
to explain, except on the theory that 
I am dealing with some invisible in- 
telligence. hold that as the only 
‘tenable theory I am acquainted with. 


— Dawning Light, 


Man is a Spirit. 


Rev. Dr. Minot J. Savage, the noted 
Unitarian minister, im a recent ser- 
mon, makes these wise remarks : 

These wondrous minds of ours, 


‘these souls—ourselves—can under cer- 


tain conditions see without eyes, hear 
without any ears, and communicate 
balf round the globe without any of 
the ordinary means of communica- 


tion. 

If our friends who have pas over 
are alive at all, they are alive now in 
the same natural sense as we are, and 
under the same Universe that we are. 


‘The Spiritualists’ camp-meeting at 


Summerland will commence on July 


15 and close on Aug. 8. 


ini” 


In Manchester, England, the 
Spiritualists celebrated the Anniver- 
sary by a large gathering. Prof. J.J. 
Morse presided, and in a short open- 
ing address said it was only now 
beginning to be realized that Spirit- 
ualists were a rational people. Only 
recently a great scientist had discoy- 
ered that they had sound truths on 
their side. It was something that 
this discovery had at last been made. 
He had been a Spiritualist for 27 
years, and his faith was firmer pow 
than ever it had been before. Spirit- 
ualism brought to them both light 
and liberty, and gave them emanci- 
pation from the dread concerning the 
future life. Mrs. E. H. Britten, Mrs. 
M. H. Wallis, Mrs. E. Green, Mr. E. 
W. Wallis, Mr. J. B. Tetlow, Mr. W. 
Howell, and Mr. J. W. Leeder also 
gave short addresses. A musical pro- 
gram covered the greater part of the 


evening. 


Rev. Geo. W. Carpender writ- 
ing from Los Angeles, Cal., says: 

Voluntary certificates from two 
societies in this city, signed by many 
members have been received by me. 
I feel highly honored by the recom- 
mendations of respect and ability 
which are exceedingly pleasant to 
receive. If the Spiritualists of San 
Francisco wish an exhibit let them 
give me an opportunity. I will serve 
them to the best of my ability. 

Dr. Carpender has arrived in San 
Francisco for permanent residence, as 
a Spiritualist medium and psychic 
student. He is one of the noblest and 


most profound men of the ages. 


State the address from which it 
is desired to change, as well as the 
one to which the JOURNAL is in future 
to be sent. We can find it in no other 
way, as there are often seyera) persons 
on our list of the same name. Itisa 
good plan to enclose the old wrapper 
label, to make sure of correctiness. 


A Haunted House in Oakland, 
Cal., is causing some consternation. 
It was lately rented by the Salvation 
Army people, and makes them nice 
and commodious quarters, on 10th 
and Adaline streets, from which they 
do not intend to be driven by unseen 
disturbers of the peace. The San 
Francisco Call of las 
the following about 

Lieutenant Sawy 


that face until it got to the window 
where it went out and disappeared, | 

The screen from the fireplace in one 
of the rooms has a habit of dancing 
around the room. 

Mrs. Staff Captain Merryweather 
said last night, ‘The house has a 
lively reputation for ghosts and the 
longer we are here the more we hear 
about them, but I do not think there 
are enough ghosts in all Oakland to 
drive us out of our snug quarters.” 


We Obtain more new subscribers 
through the kind efforts of our read- 
ers than from any other source. The 
reason is because they know the value 
of the JOURNAL and its aid in un- 
folding the truths of Spiritualism, 
and in preparing the mind to receive 
them. We therefore request those 
who do not keepa file of the JOURNAL, 
to mark articles which seem to be 
appropriate, and then mail them to 
friends, to do missionary work. 


Wrong Policy.—A Chicago Judge 
refused to let a Spiritualist serve ona 
murder trial jury, because he said in 
court that he did not believe a man 
could be killed, in the common accep- 
tance of the term. So says the San 
Francisco Daily (Call. Murderous 
courts of law, while they cannot kill, 
are crowding the lower spheres with 
spirits who spend all their energies in 
trying to avenge their untimely exit 
from the mortal plane, and they are 
doing more harm by obsessing other 
mortals, than they could have done if 
allowed to remain in the flesh. Why 
not try to reform them by restraint 
and-education, rather than to place 
them where they can do infinitely 
more damage? Revenge, seems to be 
the only thought in such matters— 
and it is a two-edged sword. It causes 
aspirit of revenge also in the exe 
cuted individual. 


Secretaries of societies are re 
quested to order copies of the Jour- — 
NAL to place on sale at their meet- 
ings, with other Spiritualist papers, 
and are authorized to receive ub, 
scriptions for the JOURNAL. Bri i 
reports of anything of interest are 
solicited in every locality, = 


Nhe Philosophical d 


The Reviewer. 


After Her Death, the Story of a 
Summer, by Lilian Whiting. Cloth, 
with portrait of author, 51. Roberts 
Bros., Boston, Mass. 


This is one of the most brilliant 
gems we have yet found in the field of 
psychic philosophy and phenomena, 
and is a fitting sequel to The World 
Beautiful,” by this inspired author. 


Miss Whiting’s remarkable psychic 
experiences are given in this book in 
such a manner that the reader seems 
to be living her life and experiences 
While reading. She tells how, in a 


, steamer on the Atlantic, she received 


a telepathic communication from a 
friend who had just passed to spirit 
life from an island in the Pacific, the 
message being confirmed two weeks 
later by a cablegram sent her in Paris 
from America, since which time she 
has held frequent telepathic commun- 
ion with this friend. She insists that 
we may all become our Own mediums 
by following her example. 

Miss Whiting shows the spiritual 
philosophy in all its prismatic beau- 
ties, including its relation to science 
and the problems of human happiness. 

She also gives some remarkable per- 
sonal experiences with the medium 
who satisfactorily demonstrated the 
fact of spirit communion to the Psy- 
ehical Research Society—in fact it 
was Miss WOOF Ue recital of this 
experience to President Hodgson that 
interested the Society in this medium. 

The pages of this book seem filled 
With “the music of the spheres,” 
breathing forth immortal truths. 

The chapters are entitled, ‘What 
Lacks the Summer?” “From Inmust 
Dreamland,” “Past the Morning 
Star,” “In Two Worlds,” ‘ Distant 
Gates of Eden,” “Unto My Heart 
Thou Livest So,” * Across the World 
I Speak to Thee.” 


In the Review of Reviews for May 
the editor discusses the outbreak of 
the war between Greece and Turkey, 
and the failure of the “concert of 
Europe,” which he ascribes to Lord 

’s eee of parley.”—13 
Astor Place, New York. 


In the Homiletic Review for May 
we find an article entitled “ Light 
from the Tel-el-Amarna Tablets on 


those who do it, as well as to help 
spread the light and*truth. You can 
give your friends a chance to learn 
about our glorious philosophy, and at 
the same time get a beautiful book 
for yourself, and any one of the pre- 
miums offered in the JOURNAL to each 
subscriber. 


Sohn Brown, Sr., is the sole sur- 
vivor of the first set of county officers 
of San Bernardino county elected by 
the people, and was invited to attend 
the Pioneer picnic on May Ist, to 
commemorate the 44th anniversary 
of the organization of the county. In 
reply he wrote his regrets, and stated 
that he was also the only survivor of 
“those appointed by the Legislature 
of the State to organize the county.” 
This we glean from the Times-Index of 
May 3, containing his letter of halfa 
column. 


Strangers.—A local correspondent 
Suggests that strangers visiting our 
meetings should be more warmly 
welcomed and kindly looked after, 
spoken to, and encouraged, and not 
allowed to go in and out of the halls 
without any notice being taken of 
them. Surely every Society should 
have “stewards” appointed to attend 
to these little courtesies.—Two Worlds. 


PA LP 


Spiritualist News. 


PRIN IRIEL IIL ION > 


~ 


g7 In this department may be found rhe cream 
of the current Spiritualist news of the day, culled 
from every ..vallable source. 


The Editor must not be held responsible for the 
opinions expressed, nor for the estimated talent 
or reputation of the persons mentioned. 


Readers are requested to send us short Items of 
news. Interesting incidents of spirit communion 
and well authenticated spirit phenomena are ever 
welcome, and will be published as soon as possible 


SPR IRR IE LE IRIN INA TIE Ng AAAA AAAA Nall 


Mrs. Maude L. Freitag’s seance last 
Sunday evening at Scottish Hall was 
very interesting, every test being 
fully recognized. She gives another 
seance at the same hall next Sunday 
evening. She also holds Developing 
Circles at room 325, Hotel St. Nicho- 
las every Monday and Thursday even- 
ings. 

Mrs. Annie Besant and the Countess 
Wachtmeister were tendered a recep- 
tion last Saturday evening at Beetho- 
ven Hall, San Francisco, by Golden 
Gate Lodge of the Theosophical Soci- 
ety. It was White Lotus day, the 
7th Anniversary of the transition of 
Blavatsky . The hall was well 

and the exercises were quite 


ournal, 


The Metaphysical 
changed its name to Intelligence, 
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private readings have given very 
great satisfaction.—J.U. SPENCE, Sec. 


The Ladies’ First Spiritual Aid 
Society held its usual monthly social 
at Oriental Hall, 418 McAlister 
street, San Francisco, on Friday, 
April 30. It was well attended and 
all had anenjoyable time. After a 
short but interesting program, danc- 
ing was continued until a late hour. 
Excellent music was furnished by 
Prof. and Madam Young. During 
the evening ice cream was served in 
the parlors. The ladies wish to thank 
all those who assisted. 


Dr. N. F. Raylin and bis excellent 
wife have returned from Southern 
California, where they have spent the 
Winter, and are now located at 334 
O'Farrell street, San Francisco. They 
are well known in this city and the 
surrounding country, and we imagine 
that a hearty welcome awaits them. 
We are sorry to state that Mrs. R.’s 
health is very poor, but hope that 
complete rest and pleasant surround- 
ings and ‘circumstances will com- 
pletely restore her to health. The 
doctor will start psychic classes, which 
should be large, for he is an excellent 
one to develop true mediumship. 


Our friends, Cyrus Avery, Esq., and 
Mrs. Isabella Sinn and her daughter, 
all of Chicago, arrived last week from 
San Diego, where they have spent 
the winter. They are thorough Spir- 
itualists, and the elder Mrs. Sinn is a 
fine private medium. They are stop- 
ping at the Golden West Hotel. 82 

Nis street, San Francisco. They 
will remain but a few days before 
returning to Chicago. The Spiritual- 
ists of San Francisco, Oakland and 
surrounding country should call at the 
Hotel and make the acquaintance of 
these excellent people. 


Mr. C. V. Miller, materializing me- 
dium, gave a seance last Thursday at 
a private residence on Bush street, 
San Francisco, Cal., which was highly 
satisfactory to those present. For 
half an hour while he sat outside the 
cabinet (which was a curtain hung 
across the corner of the room. after 
the sitters assembled) forms appeared, 
dropped to the floor and disappeared. 
Two, and even three forms appeared 
at the same time and gave their 
names, The cabinet control was very 
strong and sang with the audience in 
a strong feminine voice, which could 
be distinctly heard by all present. 


Spiritualists are cosmopolitan. 
The world’s our home, to do good our 
religion, all mankind our brothers and 
sisters, and eternity’s before us in 
which to learn and reach the heights 
of knowledge and wisdom.—Tiwo 
Worlds. 
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Questions and Answers. 


To THE EDITOR : 

I know that you have the good of 
the cause at heart, and. if you could 
start an "Asked and Answered” col- 
umn in the JOURNAL it would be of 
great value to many, and I also believe 
would be of general interest. 

I hope that you will give this sug- 
gestion favorable consideration. 

WALTER BOULD. 


{ We will have the questions which 
may be sent to this office, answered 
as requested—Ed.] 


Words of Comfort, 


To THE EDITOR : 

I feel almost inspired on this Easter 
morning to say to you that your dear 
JOURNAL is such a comfort to me. I 
know that my darling angel “loved 
ones” are helping me to write. The 
cares and troubles of life almost crush 
me at times, but the consolation I 
get from the JOURNAL relieves me. I 
can hardly live without this comfort- 
ing message of tbe spirit world, and 
the loving help from our spirit chil- 
dren in the dark hours of sorrow and 
trouble now surrounding us. May 
the angels help and guide you in your 

work, Mrs, S. L. KENYON. 

Hayes, Washington. 


Report the Meetings. 


To THE EDITOR; 

I wish to make a few remarks in 
behalf of our platform workers. It 
seems Only just and proper that faith- 
ful, efficient service should be recog- 
nized and reported through the Spirit- 
ualistic press in order that Societies 
may be able to secure the very best 
talent available among speakers and 
mediums. 

It is the duties of secretaries to 
‘send such reports to secular as well as 
Spiritual papers, and there can be no 
reasonable excuse for the neglect of 
„Such an important matter in the dis- 
semination of the facts of Spirit- 
ualism, 

“Outsiders ” do not feel it incum- 
bent upon them to report the work of 
Societies baving legally authorized 
individuals upon whom such respon- 
sibilities rest; consequently much 

that jis of vital importance to opr 
cause is buried in oblivion, exce 
what remains in the memories of the 
few who attend Spiritual meetings. 

Our best speakers seldom address 
andiences numbering more than three 
or four hundred, while a newspaper is 

many thousands. Therefore, 
it follows that if we want the public 
at to become familiar with the 
teachings of Spiritualism it must be 
done through the press. It cannot be 


said that the great dailies of this 

City are hostile to Spiritualism, or 

refuse to publish-reliable reports of 

our meetings. as such is not the case. 

On the contrary they gladly accept 

such matter and even send their own 

reporters when notified of any impor- 
tant meetings. 

If the duties of our secretaries are 
too arduous to permit of such ad- 
ditional work, then each Society 
should elect a corresponding secretary 
or reporter, whose duty it would be to 
keep the public informed concerning 
platform work at least. 

We have had for several months 
one of the most talented speakers in 
the ranks of Spiritualism, Mrs. Lillie 
of Boston, right in our midst lectur- 
ing every Sunday evening, and yet no 
reports of the grand truths expressed 
from the spirit side through ber in- 
strumentality have appeared in either 
the secular or spiritual papers, except 
the meagre notes of an observer on 
one or two occasions. 

There are young speakers coming 
into the work who need such encour- 
agement as the kindly mention of 
their efforts would be to them, and 
justice demands that they be accorded 
such encouragement. It issremarka- 
ble that reports of dark seances and 
phenomena of all kinds find those 
ready to publish them, while the 
inspired utterances of our speakers 
are left unrecorded. Each are depend- 
ent upon the other and both philoso- 
phy and phenomena should go hand 
in hand and receive equal considera- 
tion. JULIA SCHLESINGER. 

San Francisco, Cal. 


Harmony Grove Camp. 


To THE EDITOR: 
Please publish this synopsis of the 
articles of incorporation of our camp: 
This Association shall be known as 
“ Harmony Grove Spiritualist Camp- 
Meeting Association [of San Diego 


Co., Cal.]. Place of business, Escon- 
dido, Cal. Term of existence, 50 
years. 


The number of directors shall be 
five, and their names are as follows: 
J. S. Borden, Valley Centre: H. M. 
Peters. Fallbrook; E. B. Lowman, 
Mary R. Nulton, and Frank Harding, 
Escondido. Membership fee shall be 
one dollar. 

Articles of incorporation are signed 
and sealed by the above directors and 
are on file in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State of California and office 
of County Clerk. 

Art. 2.—The object of this Associa- 
tion shall be to disseminate the phi- 
losophy and demonstrate the phenom- 
ena of Modern Spiritualism. 

Sec. 1, Art. 4.—The officers are a 
president, lst and 2nd vice-president, 
recording Sec'y, Corr. Sec’y, treasurer 

and two assistant auditors. 


ears of 
to Constitution andl 
of $1 and annual d 


Association grounds for the private 

profit of any individual. 

If proper arrangements are made 
with the officers of the Association, 
there may be some exceptions or 
changes made, Private mediums must 
work under the auspices or endorse- 
ment of the Association, thus elimi: 
nating the practice of fraud upon the 
grounds. 

The Association is as yet quite 
young, but will pay its mediums and 
workers all that the means available 
will permit. 

We sincerely hope and trust that 
the course we have taken in principles 
and purposes, as stated above, is the 
best under existing circumstances, 
and that we shall fully realize this 
fact in the success of the coming 
camp, and that our reward for all our 
earnest labor shall be a more frater- 
nal feeling for all humanity. 

For the carrying out of these pur- 
poses we invoke with perfect confi- 

ence the power of the Infinite, and 
call upon every friend of humanity to 
send us their best thoughts and 
wishes and whatever assistance they 
may be prompted to give us. 

Spiritualists, it is not the work or 
duty of mediums alone to spread the 
truth or convert the people by means 
of tests, etc. It is your united, ear- 
nest efforts, the striving of each indi- 
vidual to grow better, to have the 
welfare of your brothers and sisters at 
heart as you would have the interest 
and welfare of your own selves. Let 
camp meetings or other great congre- 
gations of Spiritualists be for the 
purpose of helping one another, for 
the development and unfoldment of 
the spiritual self. 

It is not so much by your numerous 
converts to the truths of Spiritualism 
that you benefit yourselves, humanity 
or the Cause. It is the quality, and 
not the quantity you need. 

Make your principles of purity, 
truthfulness and brotherly love a 
standard and exemplification of your 
life and religion, and your followers 
shall be many of those who love your 
religion for its pure teachings as well 
as its proofs. 

It is the superiority of rank you 
need, and not the power to establish 
the one great religion—The Father- 
hood of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man. Miss MARY NULTON, 
Cor. Sec., Escondido, Cal. 


Deafness Cannot be Cured 


by local applications, as they cannot reseh 
the diseased portion of the ear, There is 
only one way to cure Deafness, and that is 
by constitutional remedies. Deafness is 

an inflamed condition of the 


Philosophical Journal. 


*THE GUARDIAN ANGEL. 
[This is a copy of a celebrated painting, and represents a mother’s watchful care, as a Spirit, over 
her two orphan children, who are seen carelessly playing on a ledge of rocks. The painter, of course 
must paint wings for the Spirit Mother, so as to suit orthodox ideas.—Ed. | 
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The Philosophical Journal. 


Ages of the Fox Family. 


During the last ten years of their 
lives Mr. Titus Merritt, Yonkers, N. 
Y., ministered to the physical needs 
of the family, and succeeded in get- 
ting the facts. Writing to the Banner 


of Light he says: 


I am well aware that their age is of 
minor importance, compared with the 


facts and phenomena produced through 
their instrumentality, and the de- 
ductions therefrom. As Modern Spir- 
itualism in its efforts to enlighten 
the people of earth is comparatively 
young, and is destined to attain a 
great age, it will be well to have the 
record correct ; 

aks eS Fox Kane, born Oct. 7, 


Catherine Fox Jencken, born March 
27, 18387. 

On March 81, 1848, Mrs, Kane was 
14 years, 5 months, 24 days: Mrs. 
Jencken, 11 years, 4 days; Mrs. Un- 
derhill, 34 years. 

Mrs. Kane Informed me that Mrs. 
Underhill was 20 years older than 
herself, which was corroborated by 
Mrs. Underhill. 

Their departure to higher life was : 

* John D. Fox, Jan. 10, 1865. 

Margaret Fox, Aug. 3, 1865. 

Ann Leah Fox Underhill, Nov. 1, 
1890, 

Daniel Underhill, September, 1891. 

Catherine Fox Jencken, July, 2, 
1892. 

Margaretta Fox Kane, March 4, 
1893, 


— NS oe RE ee 
Consultation and Help. 


In justice to Dr. M. Mueblenbruch, 
1116 Broadway, Oakland, Cal.. from 
whom I bave received great relief, I 
must acknowledge it to the world. 
Perhaps It may reach some suffering 
one in need of consultation and help, 
sake depressing circumstances wit 
mine. 

Early last fall, while in meditation 
upon my condition, I was suddenly 
impressed to go and see this medium 
across the bay. Arriving, I was at 
once pub én rapport with the spirit 
world, both through his and my spirit 
guides, The communication which 

received was marvellous; the past 
was laid bare before me like an open 
book. The revelation of the future 
was beyond conception and seemed to 
be impossible, yet one by one nearly 
all of the predictions have proven 
true. J went away happy, singing for 
joy. Ihave since then called on the 
doctor about twice a month, each 
time receiving more of this glorious 
truth, If these few words should 

reach any one in need of advice and 
consolation, call on won 
medium, and you will be convine 
that what I bave written is true. 
EARNEST SEEKER AFTER TRUTH. 
San Francisco, Cal., Apl: 28, 1897. 


Mimeograph for sale. cheap: also 


a raph. In good order and 
complete at leas than half-price— 


43.00 each. Apply at this office. 


Psychic Science. 


Dr. N. F. Raylin bas decided to 
open a School of Psychic and Meta- 
hysical Science in San Francisco. 
Je is located at 334 O'Farrell street. 
Private and Class Instructions will be 
given. The doctor can correctly 
diagnose every phase of Mediumship 
one may possess, with full directions 
for development, avoiding obsessing 
influences. Terms moderate. For full 
articulars call at the above number. 
urlor lecture every Sunday evening. 


Electrotypes of Engravings— 
covering a multitude of subjects, suit- 
able for illustrating magazines, pam- 
phlets and newspapers. Proofs may 
be seen at 20986 Market street, San 
Francisco, Cal., and they will be sold 
singly or in quantity at a very low 
figure. 


THE MEDIUM, 


Atwenty-page weekly paper. devoted to the best 
Interests of Pure Spiritualism and Honest 
Medjumship. lt bas no use for frauds and 
fakes, in or out of Spiritualism. If you are in 
sympathy with us. and want a reliable paper—one 
that is not afraid to speak out, try this for one 
year at one dollar, or send two dimes or stamps 
for 2 months trial trip. Address 


THE MEDIUM, 
Rm 329 WILSON BLOCK, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


SPIRITUALISM 
TRIUMPHANT. 


Biblical Theology demolished, and 
true Christianity restored—with the 
twie lives of JESUS and the APOS- 
TLES, and authentic PORTRAITS 
of Jesus Christ, John the Baptist and 
the Apostle John, showing how Chris- 
tianity was destroyed and a false The- 
ology substituted, is just published 
and is sent for two dollars by Dr. Jos. 
Rodes Buchanan, San Jose, Cal. 


BOOK FREE. 


Mrs. E. B. Duffey’s Book, entitled 
“HEAVEN; a Narrative of Personal 
Experiences after the Change called 
Death.” This thrilling recital will 
be read with more than ordinary in- 
terest by every thoughtful person. 
(Price 25 cents.) An exchange says; 


“This is a narrative of exper- 
dns given it baein A ine ae: 
A i A e 
dium. It ig just: the thi ‘for a neophyte 
to read, who desires to know something of 
the beyond; being one of most common- 
seuse productions we have seen in Spirit- 
ual literature for many a day. 7 

g We will mail this Pamphlet 
FREE to every NEW Subscriber 
(sending $1.00 for a year) to the 
Philosophical Journal, if no other 
Premium is desired. — 


y os 
Soul and Spirit Reveal the Truth, 
To succeed in life ong should know themselyes, 
what ts to be and what todo. Send me n page of 
your own writing, your date and month and year 
born In, namo and address, with $1.00, and I will, 
by Psychometric force, reven! to you knowledye 
that you desire to know. 
MRS. DR. H. WYANT, 617 Erle at., Toledo, O 


PREMIUM OFFER 


FOR 
RENEWALS AND NEW SUBSCRIBERS, 


THE PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL for one year and 
the above-mentioned Psychometric HKending 
for $1 and two 2-cent stamps. The two for the 
price of one. Renewals may be made at any time, 
whether already paid in advance or not, 

Mrs. Dr. Wyant is an nuthorized agent for this 
paper, and will fulfill the above offer, Send the 
money and data required, to the nbove address, by 
Registered Letter, Money Order, or Express Order. 

She will not be responsible for currency lost In 
the malls, therefore send price of subscription in 
the above forms ONLY. Readings will be givon as 

soon is possible, but must take their turn In the 
order recelved. Make MONEY ORDERS payable 


to MRS. DR. H. WYANT. Toledo O. 


DA. FRANCES C. TREADWELL 
DENTIST. 


Room 94, Murphy Building, 
Cor. Market & Jones, San Francisco, Cal. 
Formerly of Philadelphia, 


All Branches of Work Warranted. Examinations 
Free. Prices Reasonable. Take Elevator, 
WHEN ANSWEAING THIS ADVERTISEMENT, MENTION THIS JOURNAL 


PSYCHE. 


Every person is interested in Mediumship 
and its development, and it is for the assist- 
ance of those desiring unfoldment that 
PSYCHE, the Developing Cabinet, has 
been designed. It is 8x8x18 inches in di- 
mensions, is made of wood selected by the 
Controlling Intelligences, and is thoroughly 
BAENA, Price $1. By mail 81.20. 


For Sale at this office. 


CELESTIAL DYNAMICS. 
A COURSE OF 
ASTRO-METAPHYSICAL STUDY, 
by the author of the ** Language of the 
Stars” and the Light of Egypt.” 
Price $1.00; 108 pages, cloth-bound, 
This is a metaphysical work which deals with the 


hidden panats of nature, and will Interest the 
thoughtful everywhere, 


THOMAS G. NEWMAN, Editor & Publisher, 
Station B, San Francisco, Cal. 


NATIONAL 


The Philosophical Journal. 


Lyceum Lessons. 


@uggested by Brother Joseph, us Used at 
National Avenue, San Megu. 


LESSON 17. 


Ques.—If the doctrine you taught 
in the last lesson is true, how do you 
make out man to be a sinner ? 

Ans.—I nolonger try to make it 
appear that man is a sinner accord- 
ing tothe church interpretation of 
that word, by what is called orthodox 
theology, which proceeds upon the 
assumption that man can and does 
wilfully controvert or break a law of 
nature, and for that he deserves to be 


punished. If thatis the only inter- | 


pretation of the word sinner, and man 
is able to controvert a law of nature, 
and such controversion can be proved, 
then I must yield the point, but my 
affirmation is, that all experience 
proves the opposite position to be the 
only demonstrable one; for who does 
pot know that every act performed by 
man is only the effect of a cause with- 
in bimself. That cause he did not 
produce, and over it he has no control 
atthe time. It is only after the act, 
called sin, that he is able to see that 
he may do better in the future. Take 


as one illustration the case of Peter: | 


he must have known that it was a 
mean and cowardly thing to deny his 
Lord and Master, but of what use was 


that Knowledge to him when divinely | 


a conditions operated upon 
is undeveloped soul? Did Jesus ex- 
ress a word of blame for his denial ? 


ow could he when he had told him | 


alittle while before that he would go 
and do that very thing? Peter could 
not help himself; he was borne along 
by forces that he could not resist at 
the time, and so it is with us all. But 
after the act, called sin, there comes 
the clearer light and better under- 
standing which points out to us a 
more excellent way and fits us for 
better conduct in thé future. So that 
sin, instead of being the detestable 
thing that orthodox theology says it 
js, is nothing more nor less than 
nature's method of educating the soul 
to the higher possibilities of its 
nature, 


Q.—Don't the Bible say that all 


have sinned—sin is the transgression | 


of law, and “the soul that sinneth it 
shall die?” 

A.—It certainly says that, and if 
you make the Bible the only standard 
A a peal, and interpret it according 


be Bible as the onl 
peal and rule of faith 
any means, for while 
lable, it is not of 
pice f God in my 
sno direct reve- 


| to my consciousness, just as surely as 


e letter which killeth,"’ and not | 


| ness, St. Vitus’ 
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shall know and be sure to obey. 
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